INTERVIEW WITH ARTHUR MILLER
For this interview: 
G= Gary Corscadden (interviewer)

E=Eugene Bovaird (interviewer)

G: This is Gary Corscadden and Eugene Bovaird and this is April 5, 2006 and we are going to interview one of Rothesay’s more famous citizens of late, Arthur Miller and find out basically what he can tell us about the early history of Rothesay and how it has developed over the years.  So, we’ll start it off Arthur, where and when were you born? 

In Rothesay. 
G: In what year?  Or do you not want to say? 

Oh I’m not going to say, I’ll skip over that. 

G: Ok, well I’ve got a pretty fair idea when it was. 

Well, you can say whatever you like (laughing) but I’m not going to tell you. 

G: Probably 70 some years ago. 

I’m not going to tell you. 

G: Alright.  Anyway, how many people in your family Arthur? 

Eleven. 

G: Eleven? 

Yes.  Seven girls and four boys. 

G: And how many are still alive? 

Oh, there’s all the boys are gone, three boys are gone.  And a couple girls are gone.  

G: Ok.  So, about half and half then. 

Yes.  

G: And the Miller family has become quite well known in the area not only for their philanthropy but also for their contributions to life in the area.  One of your brothers had a school named after him and another brother had a park named after him.  And, I understand through a recent contribution that you’ve made to the town that there’s going to be a park or a playground area that’s going to be named after you.  What in the Miller household was the upbringing that would have brought on all these interesting community affairs do you think? 

Well, we were always interested in community affairs.  My mother was a giver.  She was always giving.  That’s where it originated from was her.  There used to be a lot of hobos at one time in camps along the road and they used to all come into our place and she’d feed them. 

G: Even with 11 kids that were home? 

Oh yes, she’d feed them, they’d come right in and she’d feed them. 

G: What did your father do for a living? 

He was a sheet metal worker, a tinsmith.  

G: Ok, and probably worked mostly in the city? 

Yeah, he did work mostly in the city.  He’d worked out here the last few years. 

G: No, of the four boys, who was the older? 

Usher.  

G: Who? 

Usher.  He was killed overseas.  

G: Ok and who would have been next?  That would have been Harry? 

Yes, Harry. 

G: And he was overseas as well.  And he came home and later became the police chief and served in that capacity for I don’t know how many years. 

A long time. 

G: A long time.  And then? 

Harry. 

G: Harry? 

Yes.  

G: And then Jordan after that? 

Yes, Jordan. 

G: Jordan, your brother who was the mayor of Fairvale for a good many years. 

Yes. 


G: And then yourself.  What would you list as your major occupation. 

Old buildings and you know apartments. 

G: Building apartments or apartment owner? 


Real estate owner. 

G: Real estate developer and owner.  And, ok, could you tell us briefly about your recent thrust into the news with the donation that you made to the town. 

What do you want to know about it? 

G: Well, I just wondered what prompted you to give such a generous donation. 

Well, young people need help.  I’d like to see a kid’s place and get some recreation.  We haven’t got any out here at all. 

G: There was more recreation years ago than there is now. 

That’s right.  That’s my main objective. 

G: And of the large gift that you gave the town, what have they ear marked the majority of it to do?  Are they going to build something? 

They are going to build that center. 

G: Sports center? 

Sports center, yes. 

G: And when is it supposed to start? 


Well, it’s supposed to start this spring.  It all depends on the grants they get from the government.  They want to get a couple grants for a million dollars. 

G: And hopefully if the federal / provincial can match your contribution they’ll have quite a bit. 

Yes, they can match it, but they’re going to need about 7 million according to what they’re saying. 

G: And it’s going in adjacent to the high school? 

Yes. 

G: Part of the high school or just? 

No, it’s by itself.  

G: Where’s that down in back? 

Yes, down in back.  You know right across from the town office?  That side down there. 

G: When you are looking at the high school, is it going to be off to the left if you are looking at it from the road? 

Yes, it would be off to the left. 

G: So there’s quite a bit of good land there then? 

There’s quite a bit of ground in back there, yes.  That’s their plans. 

G: Now where specifically do you live in the greater Rothesay area Arthur? 

I live on Grove Avenue. 


G: Grove Avenue.  Been there long? 

I’ve been there 25 years. 

G: 25, and most of the rest of the time you lived in Rothesay or Fairvale or always in Rothesay? 


Always in Rothesay. 

G: Ok.  And your family home was right in Rothesay. 

Yes.  We lived in that house down there below the school there, you know, just the opposite side of the school.  

G: Oh, ok.   How about Brittain’s house, how close were you to that? 

Oh, we were up the street quite a bit.  Next to my brother Harry’s.

G: Oh yes, Harry, I know where Harry is.  So Harry’s house was on part of the land that you originally owned or the family owned? 

Yes.  

G: Now, I know that when you say that you’re a land owner and apartment developer and real estate developer, that can mean anything from two houses to many.  Do you have any idea how many you actually do have at this point?  How many housing units? 

Well, I have about 11 homes. 

G: 11 homes, ok.  And what about apartments. 

About 50. 

G: 50 apartment buildings. 

No, 50 apartments, not buildings. 

G: Ok.  So I remember at one time the rumor was, when they used to publish the tax rules in stores and so on each year when the tax bills came out, you were rumored at that time to be the largest land owner in Kings County.  Does that still hold true do you think? 

Well, one of the largest.  

G: One of the largest? 

Well, when I got my tax bill I found out I was.  

G: You must be by the size of the tax bill I’m sure.  On Gleen Road, I think you when you were first starting out you bought a house from Brooke’s, Archie Brooke’s.  Was that one of your first ventures. 

One of my first ventures.  That was an awful old shack. 

G: Do you still own it? 

Oh yeah, we still own it.  We tore that apart inside out. 

E: Warren Randles owned it first I believe and then the Brooke’s bought it. 

G: So most of what you have in real estate now is still in the Rothesay area?  You also have some outside I’m sure. 

Well, the surrounding area.  What we call Rothesay now I guess.  Rothesay has changed so much.  


G: So, you’ve lived all your life here.  Your family before you lived in Rothesay for many years? 

Yes, many years. 

G: And where did the family come from when they landed here?  Did they come over from England or did you ever trace it back? 

I never bothered tracing it but I think they came from Ireland. 

G: Ireland, ok.  So your grandfather, was he born in this area? 

Yes.  

G: So long-time residents. 

Yes,  he was down here on the corner of the Dam Road, not the Dam Road, we used to call it the Dam Road, but down there on the corner in that little old house. 
G: Where Butland’s used to live? 

Yes.  

G: The same street Arthur lives on, the house that was on the corner.  It was a very small house. 

It wasn’t very big, no. 

G: It was a yellow a house for a number of years. 

My grandparents were dead before I was born so I never really knew them. 

G: So you went to school in the area and then went out and went right to work? 

Right. 

G: And worked as mainly what before you got into your apartments and real estate?  You were a carpenter or a sheet metal worker? 

I was a sheet metal worker.  I learned from my father growing up I’d get some pieces that Arthur put together. 

G: So you fellows have known one another for a long time? 

Oh yes. 

G: Eugene? 

SWITCHES TO ANOTHER INTERVIEWER – EUGENE BOVAIRD 

E: Ok, I want to talk about industry.  The first thing I’m thinking of is the retail industry.  You know that there used to be a couple of grocery stores. 

Yes. 

E: What were the names of those? 

Vince Kenny ran that restaurant down there.  The market. 

E: No, that would Dickson’s meat market. 

Dickson’s meat market. 

E: What about the grocery stores years ago? 

Lou Merritt. 

E: Yes, Lou Merritt had one.  

And Diggle had one. 

E: And Diggle had one, yeah.  What’s the difference now between the grocery stores of today and the ones years ago?  

They’re different. 

E: Especially in the packaging I suppose. 

Yes, packages and pricing.  The pricing is a big difference. 

E: Oh, I guess so, yes.  

All these computers, they can add a couple cents on and you don’t know.  

E: Did they deliver?  I don’t remember them ever delivering anything to our house. 

Well, Hamm used to deliver. 

E: Yeah, Hamm, after Merritt’s.  But I think that what used to happen years ago, didn’t they just call up and put the order together and you would have to go and pick the order up later on? Because everything was in bulk and it would take ½ hour to get the order together and I know.

G: No plastic bags in those days. 
E: No, no plastic bags. 

No, no such thing. 

E: I think the big scale, you remember the line up to the ceiling and the fellows racked them up and that was a lot of scale. 

Yes.  

G: Yes.  I had an uncle who had a grocery store and I remember we used to buy a pound of butter and he’d wrap it in butcher paper and tie it with string.  

E.  Yes.  That’s what they used to do. 

G: Nobody has to worry about packaging like that anymore. 

Yes, everything was tied up.  

E: Ira, Lou’s brother, I think he operated the post office. 

Ira Merritt? 

E: Ira, at the store.  So you went in the door and the post office was in the back there. 

Right.  
G: Where was this store at? 

E. Right at the corner. 

G: Right around the corner.  
E: Yeah. 

G: What is it a book store or something there now? 

E: No the office. 


G.  Oh, where Northrup has the thing. 

E: Yes.  In that block, we had Merritt’s store, the fire station and the barber shop all one solid mass pretty well and I think Merritt’s store used to have a long stable.  I don’t know what ever came of the stables. 

G: In back? 

E: Yes, in back.  But that was years ago, I suppose before they had tires, you’d have to park your wagon in their with hour horse. 


Tie your horse up. 

E: Yes.  Because the store bordered practically right on the street. 

Yes it was.  

E. You know, I don’t think it was as good as it is today. 

No.  

E: Are there any other stores you can think of? 

Well, I’m thinking about the blacksmith shop now. 

E: Well, yes, I’ll deal with that.  But I mean just retail stores.  Places that just sold goods. 

There weren’t too many stores around then. 

E: On the grounds you could buy chocolate bars or an apple or something but you know, raisin squares we used to get them there.  Anything that they could sell to the school they would have but that would be about it.  

Yes. 

E: Ok.  We’re getting in now to the automobile repair and service and I don’t think there were that many places in Rothesay that you could get an motor job done but for an oil change or a flat tire, there would be what?  Clarence Brown’s and how about Art Kennedy had that. 

Oh yes, Art did.  

E: Geoff Bradshaw used to work there in the early 40’s was it? 

Yes. 


E: Because Geoff joined the army after working there for a couple of years.  I think it was Bill Randles had a garage. 

Yes. 

E: In East Riverside. 

Right. 

E: And that was probably the closest one.  And I think Wilson had one in Renforth. 

Yes. 

E: And that was where they did all the motor repairs. 
G: Who had that one? 

E: Wilson. 


George Wilson. 

G: What about what’s his name down on the Shipyard Road or Francis Avenue, Shipyard Road?  He just died here a few years ago. 

Arnold. 


E: Harry Arnold. 

G: Harry Arnold.  When did he start?

E: I think he started after the war.  

G: Oh was it? 

I’m pretty sure he did. 

E: In most cases, an oil change or grease job and plus the tires but the cars didn’t last forever.  Alright, we’ll leave that area now and go to construction.  You would know a number. 

George Dobbin. 

E: George Dobbin.  Do you remember some of the fellows that he used to have working?  He used to have his brother John. 

Yes. 

E: And Ted, his son.  I remember old John was blind, well practically blind.  He used to put things together and then feel with his fingers to see if it was right, you know.  Then he was supposed to pick out finish nails and he’d either pick out a pencil or a match. 

G: Pick out a match for what? 

E: Pick up a match, a wooden match for a finish nail and kapow!  Boy of boy oh boy!!! He never swore you know but you know he’d have a finger less.  During the winter time what did they do?  Do you remember? 

Well, they used to, George took the skating rink over. 

E: Yes, he had the skating rink and I remember you could buy I think a yearly pass for a dollar.  For a dollar you would get a card and that was the end of it.  But that was 10 quarts of milk in my family and so we could scrape off maybe a dime every time we went and that’s how we got our skating. 

That’s right.  

G: That was the rink that your brother Jordan ran? 

E: Yes, Jordan ran it afterwards. 

Well, I ran it for a while afterwards.  Dobbin wanted me to run the rink.  He came to me and asked me if I would take it.  I did take it for a while and then Jordan took it.  I didn’t want it. 

E: Jordan used it very good.  When I was in high school, I don’t think they had a plow that would push the snow out after lifting and fixing the boards off the end but then when you scraped it, there was always a pile of snow against the boards.  So, we had an arrangement with Jordan that we would throw the snow over the boards and scrape it and we’d get an hour’s hockey and we thought that was great.  

G: So you would get it free? 

E: Yeah, that’s just about it.  And I think it worked out good for Jordan and us both. 

Oh yeah, he liked help. 

E: And during that particular activity, Rothesay Netherwood used to have a couple of hours every week and of course you couldn’t state with Rothesay Netherwood because the girls would be skating. 

Old Harry ---?????--- used to go up skating.  Do you remember him? 

E: Yes. 

He used to go. 

E: And there would be quite a bit of arguments.  There would be time slots where the girls would be skating and boys skating, gentleman skating rather and at 4:00 that would end and there could be hockey sticks after 4:00 or whatever. 


We used to get the hockey sticks out. 

E: Yes, at ten to four the hockey sticks of course would start to appear.  Oh, I didn’t know….laughing.  Well, the trouble was, the girls would be watching us too and there would be only two or three on the whole ice just for spite that would stay out until 4:00.  Oh well. 
G: So that was a big thing was skating? 

Yes, we used to skate and play hockey.  We had a great time. 


G: Was there any organized baseball or softball or whatever in the summer? 

Yeah, they had a bit of baseball in the summer. 

E: We’ll get to that later on when we are talking about sports.  Now, I’d like to talk about plumbing and contractors.  Well, there was only one plumbing contractor in the Rothesay area and that was Harry Green.  He was sort of a rough fellow, it’s hard to explain just how rough he was. 

But he was a good man. 

E: He was a good man yes.  

He was a great man.  

G: Didn’t he do electrical work as well? 

No, Andy his brother.  

E: Andy was the electrician.  There weren’t that many jobs that would be taking place that Harry couldn’t handle as there wasn’t too much house construction during the war and those were the years that I remember.  There was electrical. 


Andy Green. 

E: Andy Green. 

Nobody knew any more than he did. 

E: And his competition was Dave Hoyt and Dave lived in Renforth.  I remember Dave started right after the war.  He was in the Air Force wasn’t it? 

Right. 

E: And he had an old woody wagon, I think it was an old Ford or something, and I don’t know where he got it but he sort of babied it pretty well, it didn’t break any speed levels.  It was always weighed down with stuff in the back and I remember giving Dave a hard time when we were working on the job; we used to say well you know this isn’t like Andy would do.  And of course we’d say the same thing to Andy and say Andy, I don’t know, you should have had Dave here.  But Andy didn’t have a very good sense of humor.  Dave would laugh but Andy would get kind of riled up. 
He didn’t laugh no. 

E: Any other contractors that you can think of that were laborers that you can think of? 

Well, the Dobbins were. 

E: Ok, next would be personal services.  Hair cuts. 

Oh, Murray Hallett. 

E: Murray Hallet, was he the only the barber around? 

He was the only barber around, yes.  He had a worn in the floor where he used to spin the chair around.  He’d cough and spit.  I said to him one day, why don’t you turn your head when you cough and spit.  It’s all the same place, no time for that. 


E: What used to amuse me were people who’d come in to get haircuts; a little bit off here and not too much there. 

25 cents. 


E: And oh my, yep, yep, yep, zip, zip, zip.  You’d get your hair cut in 10-12 minutes. 

You never knew what you were gonna get. 


E: Well, everyone got the same I think.  When I first went there, he had the ones you know with your hands. 

Clippers. 

E: Yeah, clippers.  Boys. 

Pulled the hair out. 

E: Yeah.  But he only cut half of it and pulled the rest out.  Another thing amusing about Murray was remember there used to a bunch playing cards. 

Oh yeah, they were always playing cards. 


E: At night you’d go up and go in and get a hair cut.  You’ll have to wait for a minute. 


He was pretty well loaded too. 

E: What? 

At times he was pretty well loaded there.

E: Oh yeah. 

G: The barber would be drinking a bit? 

E: Oh yeah.  

Someone hollered at me one time when I was down there to get a hair cut, you might as well go the hell home.  Murray’s drinking, he won’t be able to do anything. 

E: Well, I remember, one of the funniest things I remember about the barber shop is when a fellow came in, he was a stranger and no one knew him.  And there would be Ira and old Mr. Butler and Art Kennedy would be playing I think, I don’t know who would be all there, but Murray was playing too and the card game would be just ending up.  And I remember Arthur getting up, Art Kennedy, and I don’t know if Art ever smiled or not but he always had a very serious looking face.  I’m never coming here again he said.  You fellows cheated, I know you cheated.  It was only a nickel a game but he was just making an awful scene.  Of course, some of the fellows would needling him about losing 15 cents or whatever.  
E: Anyway, Art took off downstairs and he said I won’t be back.   Then the fellow who was waiting for the hair cut said who was that fellow?  He couldn’t believe that he was that mad.  But everyone laughed at him, it was funny at the time.  Hairdressers?  Do you remember any hairdressers at that time?  You had a lot of sisters.  
Yes. 

E: Well, you had one sister that worked, who did she work for to start off with? 

She worked for Mrs. Starr. 

E: Mrs. Starr.  Not Starr. 

Mrs. Collins I guess. 

E: Mrs. Collins yeah. 

G:  Were they the Starr Cole people? 

Yes, they were Starr Cole.

E: Then Mrs. Collins, was she related to the Starr’s? 

Well, they were married, you know she married a Starr.  

E: Alright, well I don’t know very much about it.  Most of the girls that I knew had Tony kits and all this sort of thing.  You know, I suppose your sister was pretty busy at times? 

Oh yes, she was always busy.  She did all of them. 

G: She worked there full time? 

Yes.  

G: Is she still living there? 

Yes, still going strong. 


G: Is she your older sister? 

Yes.  She was doing hair when I left. 
E: Now, does she go to different houses or does she have a 

No, she has it right in the house.  She moved down there, we used to operate up in the other old house that I was telling you about.  We moved down there in Rothesay, Joe Streeter he was next door there.  He thought about buying the house and fixing it up and selling it.  He already said he wanted to see the house I want to see what he pays.  But after he told them we were going to move there he didn’t want to see nothing.  He didn’t want us there.  We weren’t good enough for him. 

G:  He probably didn’t want you in there I suppose, probably scared to death your business was going to take away. 

Tires and the traffic he said.  He had more damn excuses why we shouldn’t be there.  But we hung around. 

G: You’re there and he’s not. 

Yes, we’re there and he’s not.  

E: Ok.  Laundry services.  I suppose a lot of people in Rothesay. 

Did their own laundry. 

E: Yes, had their own live in maid and so forth then that did the laundry.  But I remember a set of trucks, used to be like New System and Under’s is it?  Was it Under’s laundry?  Their mother used to come out here and deliver?  I forge we didn’t have that much to send away to dry cleaners, that’s for sure.  Snow plowing.  How did you make out for snow plowing years ago? 

Oh we seemed to make out alright.  They had a horse and a snow plow, you know a wooden one. 


E: A V-plow? 

G: When would this be in the 30’s? 

It would be in the 30’s or 40’s. 

G: Still a horse and plow in the 40’s? 

E: Yes, Anthony Scribner used to be our snow plower and he used to, I lived on top of the main road and he used to put the snow plow on top of a bobsled and ride all the way down to Kinghurst, go up the top off the hill, drive right up into our door yard, it was uphill all the way, take the V-plow off and plow downhill.  People used to get mad on the road because he would take the plow up after he did our driveway and he wasn’t going to plow the whole main road for the government.  But you couldn’t blame him.  And you know, the horses probably wouldn’t stand it either.  But that was one of the bad things during the war was that you might go for a week or so without your driveway being plowed out.  So if you called the RCMP because of an ambulance having to get to your place, the policeman and the plow would come and you’d get plowed out that way but other than that, you could go a couple of weeks maybe before you’d have a government plow.  How about paper and magazine deliveries?  Were you ever involved in that? 

No. 

E: How did you get your newspaper? 

We would go down to the store and get it.  

E: You’d go right down to the store? 

Yes, to get it.  

G: Nobody got it with the regular mail in those days much? 

Well, I think they could you know it was a choice. 


G: Probably a day late likely getting it. 

E: Well, our paper is pretty near a day late now. 

G: Yes, it is. 

E: I find it awful.  If you are interested in sports or anything like that, you can’t get it until the next morning and you have to wait, a day late.  When I was in grade 4, I was 10 years old, I sold the Saturday Evening Post and there was a market in the war. 
You used to sell them. 

E: And I used to go door to door and sell them.  I got a softball and a bat for selling magazines.  But I only had about 10 places to go. 

G: Pretty good pay. 


E: Yeah, well I thought it was.  But I’m sure that I got a softball and bat because even at that time it probably would have cost $3.00 or whatever.  Ok, landscaping.  Do you remember?

There wasn’t much landscaping in those days. 

E:  Well, there would be people going around and mostly mowing lawns and land keeping and all that.

Most people had did their own. 


E: Or had gardeners.  The Mackay’s had gardeners to look after things. Ok, there were a few contractors that started right after the war.  I don’t know what their names were but they used to go around and mow lawns because they had power mowers.  Right after the war, everyone had a wheel type thing and it would pretty much break your back pushing it.  Next is taxi services.  Well, I mentioned Art Kennedy as a taxi driver but you could have a taxi if you wanted to, right in town. 

He was a good man, art. 

E: I don’t think we ever used his services as far as I can remember.  There were times when I had people coming, like relatives coming from the states would get off the train.  

We couldn’t afford to use those things.  No money. 

G:  Did you ever do any work for any of the so-called rich people around Rothesay?

Yeah, I worked for them.  Like Mrs. Mackay I worked for her. 

G: What kind of stuff?  Just general? 

I-------- and Terry Green, he worked for me for a long while.
G: What ever got you into the apartment building type of things?  Trying to create work for yourself? 

Yeah, I thought that would be a good way to make some money.  It didn’t turn out too bad.

E: You used to be good friends with Roland Buckley. 

Yes, we used to have a lot of good times. 


E: Is he still alive? 

Oh yeah, he built a big house down there in Riverside.  It’s on top of the world, the highest house down there.  Beautiful house. 

E: Where? 

Way up over the hill there. 

E: On top of the hill?

Yeah, Appleby Drive, up there.  Built a big house. 

E: Oh yeah, that’s just as you get into Renforth. 

Right.  Beautiful home, you can see everything.  

E: Did he own that hotel on City Road there one time? 

Oh yeah, he owned that.  It used to be a feed mill one time. 

G: Where at? 

Roly Buckley’s. 

G: The one that Don Northrup has now? 

No, Roly Buckley has it. 

G: He has it now? 

No it used to be him and Roly together and he gave it up. 

E: Beatty’s used to be along there somewhere. 

Who?

E: Beatty’s, the pump people.  Then they moved down further around Haymarket Square. 

Yeah, I know where they were, right on the square there. 

E: Ok.  Fuel services.  You got wood.

We burned wood. 

E: Where did you get your wood from? 

Out in the woods. 

G: You cut your own? 

E: Yes, you cut your own wood. 

There were a lot of things you had to do.   No choice. 

G: Would you cut that off your land that was in the family. 

Yeah.  Cut your own wood. 

E: I think the first chainsaw I had, or saw, was one that Jordan had I think.  It looked like the blade was about that long, I don’t know where he got it but he had it out at the camp after he cleared the lot and I learned that Jordan had a chainsaw and he could cut it up.  So, he came out.  But it was some heavy saw, not like the saws you get today. 

Well, I remember one time my father, he bought a horse for Jordan and I.  So, Jordan said let’s take the horse out and we can get that wood in.  I said good plan.  So, we took the horse out and got the sled all loaded out and then the damn horse wouldn’t move, one of those balky horses.  He didn’t have someone to follow along.  So I said to Jordan what do we do?  He said all move him.  So Jordan went over and picked the bark off the trees and lit it, he set fire to the horse and the horse took off and when he got to the barn there were nothing but sleds.  Not a stick of wood on there, he moved him alright.  So my father looked at the horse and said what happened to the horse?  Jordan said he took some kind of a fit. 
G: Knowing Jordan as the mayor in Fairvale, I know that almost anything you say would be true, because I remember any other stories about him that would. 
That was a pretty good one I thought. 


G: Oh that was a good one.  I’m sure there are probably others that you wouldn’t be able to repeat too. 

E: Slab wood was the aftermath of lumbering operating and it was cut in four-foot lengths and I think you’d get a big truck load for $6-7 but it was the damndest stuff to bucksaw because of the knots and things.  You’d try to get two or three sticks together and you’d get down through one and the saw would bind because of the nature of the thick.  As far as coal, did you burn any coal at home? 

Yes, we burned coal.  

E: What kind of coal did you burn? 

Soft coal and hard coal. 

E: What kind of fire?

We had a feeder there. 

E: Self feeder? 

Yes, self feeder, that’s what we had.  Put in the coal and it used to keep running down. 

E: Shake it in the morning and you’d have to wait for about 15 minutes. 

Yes, to warm up.  They didn’t throw much heat. 

G: They probably threw heat but it likely went right out through the side of the house with no insulation. 

You’d have to go outside to get the heat. 

E: Our old house had ------------- in it and it was plastered in between the studs so you had no airspace in there. 

That made it warm. 

E: Yes, but the upstairs of course never had nothing.  

G: It settled down? 

E: Well, we never had anything there and no insulation or anything.  But the only heat that would go upstairs would go up the stairway and the stovepipe from the kitchen used to go up through upstairs and you’d get heat off that.  But the old socks would get pretty stiff I think in the winter time from the cold.  

Cold, cold. 

E: Manufacturing.  There used to be a furniture place just up from the corner here where Sobeys is. 

Before my time, I don’t remember.  Before your time too. 

E: No, they made furniture there.  Stools and things.  Where Sobeys is.  Sobeys bought that land I think. 

G: That was the old chicken farm. 

E: Yes, before the chicken farm.  It was turned into the chicken farm afterwards.  Didn’t make a very good go of it.  Can’t think of his name now but that’s alright. 

G: You’re saying your a lot than he is trying to remember stuff he doesn’t. 

E: Ok.  Who sold the ice years ago? 

Goldie Scribner. 

E: Goldie? 

Yes.  They used to collect the ice. 

E: All winter.  And he supplied ice. 

G: From out here on the river?

Yes. 

E: No, didn’t he go up in the Rothesay Damn too? 

Yes, he used to cut it in the river too. 

E: He had a big barn there. 

There used to be ice houses all the way along there way back. 

E: And they stored the ice there? 

Yes the stored the ice there. 


G: What did they do? They packed it in with sawdust or something for insulation? 

Yes, that would keep it from melting. 

G: And how long would it stay in there? 

All summer.  


E: I remember the ice man coming up to the house and we had one of those ice boxes made by Wallace in Sussex, Wallace’s used to make school furniture and ice boxes, that’s what they were known for.  And about a 12 x 12 piece of ice would last about a week in the ice box if you didn’t leave the door open.
G: What would it be worth?

E: 25 cents a piece. 

We used to come about twice a week for the ice. Ice would last maybe 3-4 days.  

E: Well, the cabinet was insulated and anything that you could keep in your basement and keep it cool, well that’s where you kept it.  And then if it was like milk or something or meat, you’d want to keep it. 

G: How did they get this ice out of the river?  Like they’d cut it with a saw I presume. 

Yes, that’s right. 

G: Then what? 

They’d pull them out.  They had horses there.

G: Those tongs would grip on it? 

Yes, and pull out the ice.  

G: They earned their quarter didn’t they? 

Oh, I think so.  

E: Yeah, well a quarter would buy five loaves of bread. 

If you had a quarter, you had a lot of money. 

E: Yeah, wouldn’t it, about five loaves of bread. 

Not now. 

E: My father always talked about going from Milledgeville and walking to the top of King Street or City Market because that’s where the employment agency was.  Anyone who wanted anything that’s where you went, to the City Market.  But he walked there because it cost 5 cents a street car, which was like a loaf of bread.  Sometimes he would get a ride on a wagon from a farmer that was delivering milk to Baxter’s or something like that, helped him out that way a little bit.  Blacksmithing.  We had a blacksmith shop here in Rothesay.  Was his name Kierstead? 

Yes.  Geoff Kierstead. 


G: Where was that in Rothesay? 

E: Right next to Sayre’s.   Just about opposite to the Irving house I think wouldn’t it be? 

I know exactly where it was.  I used to go in and turn the wheel.  He never gave me 5 cents, he gave me a penny to operate the forge. 

G: The wheel for to generate the air? 

E: Right, the forge. 

I used to watch him shoe the horses.  

G: That must have been pretty well the tail end though. 

E: Well it was all during the war.  

We tore the blacksmith shop down, my brother and I. 

G: When would that have been roughly?

It would be in the 60’s.  

G: In the 60’s?  It was still there that long. 

Yes.

E: Did he have a son? 

Not that I know of.  

E: Alright, transport.  We used to, there was Rothesay Express and that was operated by Slocum wasn’t it? 

Slocum and Guilford Roberts, yes.  

E: That was two separate ones.  Now Roberts had a separate outfit.

Yeah. 

E: They were rather in competition. 

G: Same name though? 

No. 

G: It was Rothesay Trucking. 

E: Rothesay Express was Slocum.  I remember I asked about delivering groceries.  I remember my mother going up during the war, I think it was Parker’s then but I’m not sure, but it was a large grocery store who received orders by the phone and they would pack them from the order and this would include maybe a 100 pound bag of flour and a lot of big and heavy items.  Slocum would pick that order up later in the day and bring it out and drive up to our door yard and put it inside the house.  I think it would be like 30-40 cents. 

G: What century was that? 

E: What a tremendous amount of work you know.  The truck would be loaded so most likely he would make $20 or something on that trip which was pretty good at the time maybe.  Of course, I’m talking about during the war.
Oakville Acres up there, they used to have Indians in there that used to live in there. 

G: Really? 

Oh yeah. 


G: How long ago would that have been? 

That would be, I imagine in the middle 50’s. 

G: Were these the transient ones that would come here in the summer time? 

They’d come here and build there and stay there.  And live there. 

G: They’d stay there year round? 

Oh yes. 

G: Really.  Now what would they have been doing there making baskets? 

Making baskets and handles.  I remember when laughing Louis used to be up there.  He was mean to me.  

G: Really? 

Yeah.  He could drink more tea than you could believe. 

G: They were there in the 1950’s?  

Yeah. 

G: Hard to image isn’t it. 

A lot of Indians. 

E: I can remember when I traveled by train to the Saint John Vocational School and the train used to stop at Fairvale and they’d fill the express car up with baskets and stuff and then they would get on the train.  They were smart looking Indians, I tell you. 

G: Where were they going to the City Market? 


E: Yeah, well I don’t know where they would take these baskets but they would go and sell them and they’d come out at night and get into the sauce.

My brother ran against one of the Indians. 

G: He what? 

He ran against one of the Indians, Harry did.  He was the maritime champ. 

G: Who? Harry?

My brother, yes.

G: Long distance of 100 yard or do you remember what? 

Well, track and field.  A mile. 

G: A mile? 

Yes.  He used to run that.  One of the Indians ran too. 

G: Really?  Now where were these races? 

Well, let’s see now. 


E: We had a track at the Rothesay Consolidated School down here. 

Yes. 

G: Yeah, but it wouldn’t be a mile. 

E: Oh yeah.  Well you’d have to go around it six times. 

If you ran long enough you’d get to a mile. 

G: So Harry, you say he was a champion runner? 

He was the maritime champ yes.  

G: When I got to know him, he was quite a bit man, you know, he didn’t look like a runner.  

But he was a runner. 

G: Now when would that have been?  In the 30’s or 40’s?  It was probably before he went away to the war. 

Yeah, just before that. 

E: Ok, I’m through with the industry part.    

G: One of the properties that you recently got rid of was quite an historic spot in the area.  I’m wondering if you can remember anything about the history of the old playhouse up at the corner of the Clark Road and the Hampton Road? 

We used to have shows there. 


G: How old was it?  Do you know when it was built or anything like that? 

It was brought out from Saint John, after the war it was brought out there in sections and put up. 

G: Oh, it had already been used as something? 

It had been used as one of the service centers in Saint John, right where the Paramount used to be.  Hoyt, Terry Hoyt used to run the theater.  He was the one that brought it out and set it up out here. 

G: And it was a pool hall after it was no longer a theater. 

Yes, I had the pool hall. 

G: You had the pool hall?  Now when did you get that property? 

Well, I got it just shortly after. 

G: In the 60’s or early 60’s? 

Yes. 

G: And just kept it up until the last year or so. 

Right. 

G: That was a large building.  


He had shows there they used to put on. 

G: Oh yes, I remember.  

E: I graduated out of that place.  You know the school wasn’t large enough.  In fact, the old school down there, they divided the assembly hall into two classrooms when I was going to high school there and that’s the reason we had to go up to the theater and the graduation ceremony was there. 

G: So it is really quite a historic building.  Now it’s a pizza parlor. 

You said you had graduation there?  When was that? 

E: 1948. 

G: It must have been fairly recently arrived there? 

E: Yes, I think it was, because I can remember that was probably one of the first things that was there probably.  That was the only place that was large enough to have a graduation at the time because the other school wasn’t built. 
What school was that? Down here in Rothesay? 

E: Yeah. 

G: The one that’s now named after your brother. 

Yeah.  

G: They high school out front, which used to be the junior high. 

E: Right, the junior high was built probably in ’53 or ’54 or something like that. 

Yeah, it was.  

G: So, of all your years that you’ve lived in this area now, what do you remember back as the best times of living in Rothesay? 

Well, they all seemed like good times to me.  We used to play ball and hockey.  

E: I can remember when you played hockey.  Arthur I suppose it would have been economics, but he had a different pair of skates then everyone else but my God, he could go like hell, he was the fastest skater. 

G: What did you have? 

They were the same as tubers, but they weren’t tubers, you know.  

E: He could go like hell. 

G: What were you a forward? 

Yes, I was a forward. 

G: Pretty quick at it? 

Oh, I used to love to play hockey. 

G: So sports sort of ran in the family then?  Your older brother a runner and Jordan was always around the arenas and so on and you played in sports. 

E: Tell them about your accident you had. 

Oh, I broke my leg, yeah, playing hockey. 


G: Really?  How?  Crack in the ice. 

Yes, crack in the ice. 


G: The way most people broke their legs, skate into the crack and it went the wrong way. 

That was it.  

E: Greg Wilson, Arthur had just bought a truck the year before, big ‘39 International I think it was wasn’t it? 

It was International yes. 


E: It was either a ’39 or ’38 and it was in beautiful shape but he had to run without the cables so he could drive it with a broken leg. 

G: Which leg was it that he broke?  It must’ve been the clutch leg was it? 

No, the brake one. 

E: But I think he rigged up the cable to clutch and used the leg for the brake didn’t you? 

Yes.  And Starr gave me a permit to drive it.  

G: Really? 

Yes, with one foot.  

E: Well, we used to get a drive home or down the road or something.  But for a while there until he got used to it, the old truck used to shape us because the hand was so good. 

G: So, rather than sit around and miss out on work. 

I didn’t miss out on it no. 

G: You came up with an innovation for that. 

That’s right.  

E: I remember you going along and he would open the door and the old crutches would come out. 

G: You must have left a lasting impression on Eugene anyway, he remembers all the details. 

E: Oh gosh, yeah.  There’s another chap there, McEachern, was it Dave McEachern?  His shoulder pretty near every game his shoulder would go out and he would lay there on the ice and we used to have to snap his arm back into place.  That would be Henry’s son. 

Must’ve been Robert. 

E: Bob McEachern, yes it was Bob McEachern.  Remember him and his arm flying out. 

Yes, I remember that. 

G: So, on your hockey teams, did you ever play any inter-town or?

We used to have a league here and we used to play Nauwigewauk and Hampton.  They called it a suburban league. 


G: What age would you fellows have been the players in that time?  Teenagers? 

Teenagers.

E: Well, there were seniors too.  There’d be a lot of fellows coming out after work.  

Steele’s they were a team themselves.  

E: And this was after the war. 


G: Did your fellows ever win? 

Oh we won everything for a while there. 

G: Really?

Yes. 

G: So, is this early bout with sports with you and your brothers and so on that got you interested to make your donation to the town as sort of a legacy to somebody who always enjoyed sports? 

I wanted to see the kids have a place for sports.  Things don’t seem to have anything. 

G: Well, sometimes the only time you can skate is in the middle of the night. 


The only time they have to use it. 


G: It is kind of a shame isn’t it?  Of course, there’s a lot more kids around here now needing. 

We need a rink now for the kids to skate on. 

G: No of this new expansion, this new sports field, do they have any idea yet as to what all types of activities they are going to try to look after?  Will there be a rink in it? 

I think there will be a rink in it, yes. 

G: And some outdoor activities as well? 

Right. 

G: So, sort of something for all seasons. 

I don’t know exactly what they are going to do for sure. 


G: You didn’t have any conditions attached to the offer? 

No.  


G: Just a starter to get them going? 

As long as they got going.  


G: Well, it certainly is, according to the mayor and so on, it is the only significant type of donation that they’ve ever received that they could actually have enough money to do something.  Everything else sort of helped along with other people’s donations. 

I don’t think anyone’s ever given them anything in the town.  I don’t know of anything. 

G: Minor amounts I think, you know in memory of somebody and so on. 

Nothing like a million I don’t think. 

G: No, I don’t think there are too many million dollar donations these days.  No sir.  Well, you said everything has been pleasant memories.  Did you have any times when there were sort of stressful and things weren’t going all that well around here for you? 

Well, the only thing that was stressful was when they tried to run us out of Rothesay. 

G: Out of what?

They tried to run us out of the home that was stressful but they didn’t run us out because I was too stubborn to move.  I didn’t want to move. 

E: This would be because of what did you call it? Zoning? 

There was no zoning then, no. 

G: No, the zoning bylaws never came around to the late 60’s.  So, before that if they wanted you out it was only because they didn’t like the cut of your jib apparently. 

Well when I built my apartments there were no zonings.  I wouldn’t have got them built if there had been. 

G: Probably not.  

No, there’d be nothing down there.  


G: Well, you’ve built quite a legacy for yourself, not only in your contribution but also anybody for years and years that were looking for living accommodations in this area, you were the go to fellow. 

Yes, they’d come to me. 

G: You know, that if you didn’t have it, you’d know where there would be a spot for them.  

That’s right.  I tried to look after them.  Still looking after them. 


G: Well, you’ve got a pretty good reputation in Renforth anyway.  Apparently, the entire Miller family had the right start because everybody seemed to be, well I didn’t know your brother who died overseas, but all the rest of the family seemed to be go getters. 

They were. 


G: What we refer to nowadays as over-achievers.  Didn’t have a big strong educational background but made up for it in work ethic. 

That’s right.  And they were interested the village and seeing that things were better.  

E: Your brother that died overseas, was he in the Army or the Air Force? 

Yes, in the Army.  

G: Was he the oldest? 

Yes, he was the oldest. 

E: And where did he die?  In Italy? 

In Belgium. 

G: You weren’t overseas? 

No.


G: Was Jordan? 

Oh yes.  

E: Jordan and Harry. 


G: Well you probably weren’t old enough.  Yeah.  Well, can you think of anything else you’d like to add to what we’ve been asking you and what Gene’s been adlibbing here like you said, kind of picking his brain more than yours for a lot of this. 


E: Oh, just trying to lead you on, that’s all.  I knew it was up there, he was doing alright. 


G: Well, somebody’s got better memory than I have.  If anyone were to ask me, I forget dates and times and other things to me were nothing but everybody else remembers.  

Sometimes you remember dates when you get down to it.  But it is quite a thing to pull them out of the hat. 


G: So, what are you looking forward to now?  Are you starting to think about any type of retirement?  Are you ever going to sort of start….

I’m not going to retire, that’s for sure. 

G: No?  Are you going to part out any of your holdings to cut down on the work load? 

Yeah, I have sold some of them.  


G: You must have help to help you with maintenance and upkeep with all of them don’t you? 

Yes, I have help. 

E: I understand I have a new neighbor who’s going to move in there. 

G: Really?  Sold the place across the way? 

E: Yes, sold it.  

Could’ve sold it about three times all at once.  When one person wants it they all want it. 

G: Well, if nobody’s looking at it, it can’t be worth having. 

Yeah, nobody wants it. 

E: Well, there’s a lot of people that were looking at it, that’s for sure. 


G: Anyway, I don’t know but I think we’ve covered pretty well everything that we normally do when we are talking to people and if you can think of anything additional that you’d like to add in there, something that you either missed out on or figured was a major contributing factor in your life that you’d like to add. 

I’m trying to think.  It is hard to remember when you go back. 

G: Well, I think that you’ve left a mark that in addition to what goes down here in writing and what is recorded there, I think your name will live for quite a while longer than that will too.  The Miller name, are there many male Miller’s left in the family at all. 

None.  

G: Girls, Harry had girls and Jordan had one girl. 

Yep, all girls.  I have a nephew. 

G: Oh you have a nephew, well that’s good.   Ok, well, can you think of anything Gene? 

E: No, I think that’s good.  

